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UNDERSTANDING SILK ROUTE

Manzoor Ul Islam”

Abstract: -The historical silk route advanced and developed the cultures, cities and people; as
they traded and exchanged ideas, they learnt and borrowed from each other that was how ancient
civilizations of Central Asia and China and later Mediterranean and India met. The Silk Route
has assumed the status of a metaphor to describe change and continuity in the affairs of Central
Asian regions. This Route has been a vibrant passage to transmit faiths, ideas, cultures, art and
crafts and Merchandise in the entire region. The route has witnessed its vicissitude and remained
dormant for longer periods in time and consequently disappeared more than once. It is reported
that presently this route is witnessing its third revival. In the present scenario, the different states
of the Central Asia and other countries in Asia are engaged in reviving the historical memories of

having enjoyed the blessing of this Route.
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Introduction

The names which India embraced from ancient days such as "SaptaSindu", "Hindustan", "Arya
Vartha", "India". These names are known to us because of India’s contact with outside world; the
contact which India had with her neighbors and other world countries give us great data about
India's financial, political and social connections with world societies. India's pivotal area at the
crown of the Indian Ocean was of extraordinary favorable position. Nations of Africa, West
Asia, South and South East Asia, and East Asia can be contacted through ocean routes and inland
roads. The most necessary contact is made through the extraordinary road called Silk Route.

“ Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of History Jiwaji University Gwalior (M.P)
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Silk Route gets its name from lucrative Chinese silk exchange. The road that connected parts of
the world from east to west. Length of the road was ten thousand kilometers. The Silk Roadwas
one of the critical arteries for transporting significant exchange things, the exchange of thoughts
ideas, institutes, religion and commodities like textiles, spices, minerals, food, dyes, horses,
slaves, the furs, Muslin and other stock. The silk transfer channel began during the reign of Han
dynasty (Han LyuTehe 140-87 B.C) the eastern end of Route was started in second century B.C
from a craving for military and political reason rather than exchange. The Route originally was
experienced by a court official "Zhang Qian" Then the primary explorers of the course were
Arabians, Persians, Greeks, Syrians, Romans, Armenians, Indians and Bactrian’s from the fifth
to eighth century the Soghdian. The greater part of the medieval sources, be that as it may, makes
a notice of an artery ("ShahrahiBuzurg, Shahrah Caravan) or even to the Silk Road (Rahi
Abraham). In various source "ShahiAbrasham™ or RahiAbrasham is incidentally made reference
to. The term incredible "Silk Road" was a later innovation by a German Sinologist_ F.
Richtgetten to the exchange through which silk was available to purchase. Researchers of various
nations had talked about this long exchange road spreading from Roman Syria to China and from
southern belts of Girkhan (Caspian) ocean to Antioch, Archeological sources too furnish data
about the progressing business exercises here,which goes back to the "stone age." Since past
days, the Silk Road was separated into two distant ways i.e., the Southern and the Northern Silk
Road. The southern road went through Khoton, Jarkent, Balkh, Merv and the northern course
went through Turfan, Kashgar, Samargand and Merv.

The northern course opened at Chang'an (how Xian), an antiquated capital of china that was
moved east up to the course of the later Han to Luoyang. The road get split into three further
roads when experienced northwest through Chinese area of Gansu from Shaanxi province; Two
of them following the mountain extents toward the north and south of the Taklamakan Desert
and areas at Kashgar and other going north of the Tian Shan mountain through Turfan, Talgar,
and Amity. The roads again split west of Kashgar with a southern branch leading down the Alai
valley towards Termez and Balkh, while the other went through Kokand in the Fergana valley
and afterward west over the Kaka rum Desert. Every one of these parts of Northern Silk Route

joined the foremost Southern Route before arriving ancient Merv (Turkmenistan). Another part

176 International Journal of Research in Social Sciences
http://www.ijmra.us, Email: editorijmie@gmail.com




ISSN: 2249-2496 [(Impact Factor: 7.081

of the northern road turned northwest past the Aral Sea and north of the Caspian Sea, at that

point and on to the Black Sea.

The southern road was basically a one particular road running from china through the Karakoram
Mountains; it also departs westwards, yet with southwards urge empowering the travel to be
finished via ocean from different focuses. Passing the grand heaps of the world it goes through
northern Pakistan, over the Hindukush Mountains, and into Afghanistan, re-joining the northern
road at Merv. From Merv, it serve as a straight line west through mighty northern Iran,
Mesopotamia and the northern tip of the Syrian Desert to the Levant, where Mediterranean
exchanging ships utilized standard road to Italy, while ground roads went either north through
Anatolia or south to North Africa. In this manner the Silk Road was a system of highways which
pursued the wide and diverse contact between civilizations. It is essential to comprehend that
there was not a particular "Silk Road" It was an interstate Highway. It was just a track through
the wilderness. There were significant roads from city to city and numerous roads that associated
markets and source of merchandise. There were likewise elective roads or bypasses that could be
taken to escape terrible climate, looters, raiding roaming clans, impose authorities and different
perils. It is likewise critical to understand that the road changed after some time as water source
dried. The minor roads of Silk Road were associated with the principle Route and a system of
exchange roads, these brought about the development and advancement of a few regions of
inhabitants. These regions of populace over the span of time developed as regions of greatness
and a typical social pattern came into existence. Other than Silk Road contacted all the primary
regions of culture and its trade, linkage and correlations on this system have enormously
contributed towards enhancement of worldwide culture. Every nation appears to have its own
demand over the inheritance of social enrichments of the silk Route and accordingly the silk
Route has a place with each country as it served to join together and tie together these countries

and keep up their social legacy.

Cross-Continental Journeys
The Silk Road was first utilized by Chinese Travelers, as sericulture and silk weaving which for

quite a while had been monopolized by china, first came to Khoton and after that to Central Asia.
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The craft of glass making additionally spread diverse nations through this road, affected by

china.

At times of Herodotus, the Royal street of the Persian Empire ran somewhere in the range of
2,857 km from the city of Susa on the Karun 250 km east of the Tigris to the port of Smyrna.
The Royal street connected numerous different roads, a portion of these, for example, the roadsto
India and Central Asia, were additionally secured by the Achaemenids, which encouraged
normal contact between India, Mesopotamia, and the Mediterranean. There is an account in the
scriptural Book of Esther of dispatches being sent from Susa, to regions as far as to India and the

kingdom of Kush under the rule of Xerxes.

The succeeding significant action in the improvement of Silk Road was taken by Greeks under
Alexander. Alexander established the city of Alexandria. This turned into a noteworthy arranging
point on the northern Silk Route. The Greeks stayed in the core of Asia for three hundred years,
first through the organization of the Seleucid domain and afterward with the foundation of the
Greco-Bactrian Kingdom. (250 B.C-125 B.C) in Bactria (Modern day Afghanistan, Tajikistan
and Pakistan) and the later Indo-Greek Kingdom (180 B.C-10 C.E) There are signs that Greeks
drive expeditions to the extent of Kashgar in Chinese Turkestan, leading the initial known
contacts among china and west around 200 B.C. The Hellenistic world and classical Greek
philosophy assorted with eastern rationalities leading to syncretism, for example, Greco-

Buddhism which itself spread to china along the silk road, give rise to Zen Buddhism.

Before the Roman victory of Egypt in 30 B.C standard contacts and exchange between China,
Southeast Asia, India, The Middle East, Africa and Europe began on an exceptional way. With
the control of these exchange routes, residents of Roman Empire would gain original splendor
and more noteworthy success for their domain in general. The Roman realm associated with the
Central Asia Silk Road through their ocean ports in Barygaza and Barbaricum and proceeded
with the western bank of India. The Roman Empire, and its interest for advanced Asian items,

deteriorates in the west around the fifth century.
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The Byzantine king Justinian sent priests as government agents on the Silk Road from
Constantinople to China and back to take the silkworm eggs, following the silk creation in the
Mediterranean, especially in Thrace in northern Greece and giving the Byzantine Empire
syndication on silk generation in Medieval Europe. The Silk Road achieved its heights in the

west during the Byzantine Empire.

Under its solid coordinating elements from one viewpoint and the effect of progress it
transmitted on the other, genealogical social orders formerly living in segregation along the Silk
Road. Strange roads associated pastoralists who were savage in culture, were attracted to the
wealth and likelihood of the development, fetching the exchange of pirates or Mercenaries.
Numerous savage clans grow talented warriors ready to vanquish rich regions and prolific

grounds and build solid military domains.

The Soghdian ruled the east-west exchange after fourth century up to eighth century, with suyab
and talas positioning among their principle Centers in the north. They were the principal wagon
merchants of Central Asia. Their business advantages were secured by the resurgent military
intensity of the Gokturks, whose domain has been portrayed as “the joint undertaking of the

Ashina group and the Soghdian".

The Silk Roadprospers the groups of military states of mobile genesis in north china, introduced

Nestorian, Manichaean, Buddhists, and later Islamic religions into Central Asia and China.

The Routes achieved the biggest domain ever, under the Mongols, with its political regions stung
along the Silk Road, Beijing in North China, Karakorum in Central Mongolia, Samarkand in
Transoxiana, Tabriz in Northern Iran, Sarai and Astrakhan in lower Volga, Solkhot in Crimea,
Kazan in Central Russia, Ezurum in Anatolia, understanding the political unification of zones
already freely and occasionally associated by material and social products. The Mongol advance
of Asian landmass from around 1207-1360 brought political control and restored the Silk Road.
It additionally conveyed end to the Islamic caliphatepredominance over world trade. Since the
Mongols controlled the exchange routes. However, they never submit their peripatetic way of

life. Marco Polo the first European to travel Silk Road opened western eyes to a bit of the
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traditions of the Far East. He was the first to bring back stories; He had been preceded by

number of Christian missionaries toward the east.

The desertion of the Silk Route following the terminate of the Mongol rule was one of the main
reflection that make Europeans interested to reach the strong Chinese domain through different
Routes, particularly via ocean. Enormous benefits could be consummate if anybody manages
exchange with Asia. This was the factor that the Portuguese discovery of Indian Ocean,
including the ocean of china, approachingan influx in 1513 of the earliest European ship to the
seashore of china. After this entry of Portuguese the other European powers suit in excess of the

later centuries,this provoked the unavoidable destruction of the incredible Silk Route.

The Revival of Silk Road

The noteworthy Silk Road was the most essential land road linking Europe and Asia comprising
of a wide range of roads and extending over a marvelous topography, the Silk Route was an
exclusivecorridor that not just turned into a foundation of property and exchange connections,
yet in addition advanced deal of knowledge and experience and additionally social association
among various cultures. The importance of the noteworthy Silk Road lays in its exceptional
nature _ no high-quality or government could never declare a monopoly on formation and
control of the Silk Road. The Silk Road was so enormous and complex that its financial quality

and capacities were unmatched by even its contemporary specialists.

The Silk Road step by step lost its esteem and significance in the highly developed period

because of improvements in sea transportation and political condition in the region.

Central Asia for a long time was a crucial center connecting territorial and worldwide networks
by means of the memorable Silk Road. Presently exchange outline seems, by all accounts, to be
the main option for their development and advancement. Developing industriesappeal new
markets, scientific developments encourage universal alliance; better transportation and Logistic
rise exchange proficiency; and developing vigorrequire worldwide participation. The new Silk
Road ventures are instrumental in establishing the framework for regionalpartnership; making

political flexibility; enhancing financial development; offering exchange diversification; and
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investing in transportation, mining and vigor segments. All oftheseverbalize generally the
remarkable possibility for the Central Asian republics to turn into critical players in the global
economy. Thus, there are numerous large_ and small scale, bilateral and multilateral
undertakings expected to re-establish and restore an exchange and trade framework like the very
old Silk Road.

The united states aims to precede liberalization of exchange
advancefinancialinvolvementgenerate exchange and connect people of various cultures inside
South and Central Asia. The US secretary in 2011 called for the rebuilding of outdated Silk Road
"let’s build a universal web and a system of financial and transfer links. That implies fabricating
more railroad lines, highways, and vigor framework, similar to the proposed pipeline to keep
running from Turkmenistan through Afghanistan through Pakistan into India. It implies updating
the services at border crossing. Furthermore, it unquestionably implies expelling the bureaucratic

obstructions and different obstacles to the free flow of products and individuals."”

Turkey's Silk Road venture started in 2008 by the ministry of customs and trade of Turkey.
Turkey's "Silk Road Program" aims at to bestowstraightening out and unification of customs
formalities and to imitate the past Silk Road as a connection among European and Asian

markets. Turkey's Silk Road bustle is a critical commitment to the Silk Road renaissance.

The Turkish vision of the Silk Road is to "restore the Silk Road by means of a broad railroad
system, transportation lines, custom gates, vigor corridors and petroleum gas pipelines, making

this region a noteworthy player in the global economy.

Chinese way to deal with Central Asia based onfinancial and business interests. China sees
Central Asia as a critical neighborhood that will advance its own financial development through
exchange routes that fulfill the Chinese interest for hydrocarbon assets. China has been seeking a
huge curiosity for creating multilateral alliance with Central Asian nations in numerous zones,
including vigor, exchange and transportation roads. A standout amongst the most imperative

energy deals between Central Asia and China is the 1100 miles gas pipeline that transports
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Turkmen gas to China through Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. China is extremely serious minded

and business-oriented in its Silk Road approach.

Russia additionally invests indiverse projects in Central Asia and takes parts in new multilateral
initiatives. Russia is exceptionally paying attention by putting resources into vigor related
projects, for example, hydroelectric deeds in the up-stream nations of Tajikistan and Uzbekistan

and the hydrocarbon assets of Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan.

Europe's primary activity is TRACECA (Transport Corridor Europe-Caucasus Asia), a
worldwide transport activity including the European Union and 14 associatestates; TRACECA
program includes the Silk wind initiative which intends to build new express multimodal
container travel roads between the nations of Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia along with

progressive hi-tech execution.

There are a several other continuous worldwide projects worth stressing on significance of Silk
Road. These all landmarks in the contemporary world will articulate the heritage of the Silk
Road; Central Asian states have no other choice other than taking an interest in the new Silk

Road initiative, since their land sheltered economies requirecoordination with each other.
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